
St. Simon’s is a local sponsor in 
the statewide effort to clean 
our beautiful Florida coastline. 
On Saturday morning, we’ll be 
sending a team of volunteers to 
spend two hours cleaning the 
beaches of Okaloosa Island. 
All ages are invited to help. Put 
on your St. Simon’s shirt and 
join us at the outdoor chapel 
area between 7:00 and 7:30 AM 

Coastal Clean-Up Volunteers 

Our annual meeting (following 
combined worship service at 9:30 
on October 8th) is a wonderful 
time for us to ALL gather togeth-
er, no matter what our "regular" 
service we attend may be. Come 
and see old friends and meet 
some new ones. We will have a 
little bit of business to tend to - 
vestry election and a couple of 
reports. I will give my annual 
"Charge to the Congregation" (or 
as they used to say on Green 
Acres "State of the State State-

ment"). It's gonna be a doozy! 

The body of Christ will all 
share communion together, 
sing some great hymns, and 
just have a joyful time with 
one another. 

Following church, we will 
enjoy burgers and hot dogs 
along with musical entertain-
ment you don't want to miss! 

It's a party and a picnic, so 
dress casual, bring the kids 
and invite some friends. 
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IMPORTANT: 

• See “Discernment 

Groups” on page 2 

and be sure to 

sign up! 

• There will be one 

worship service on 

October 8 at 9:30 

AM. 
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Remember - No Christian 
Education on October 8. 

See you there! 

Fr. David+ 

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 

Children’s Area in Parish Hall 
Let’s be honest: sitting still is 

hard for little ones (and some-

times for not-so-little ones). 

This can make worship services 

a challenging time for parents 

who wish to include their chil-

dren in the Eucharist and for 

children who just need some-

thing to do. 

With this in mind, we are now 

offering a quiet play area for 

children located near the 

(Continued on page 2) 

for coffee, snacks, and an official 
send off to our assigned work 
sites.  

For more information, contact 
Mary Hauge at 314-7513 or 
yel69vette@aol.com. 

This is your last chance to sign
-up! Bring the whole family and 
help us care for, “this fragile 
earth, our island home.” 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/week.php?crd=stsimons-fwb&nolog=1&PHPSESSID=a7518358856817480f5efdfdfa614e94&jsenabled=1&winh=934&winw=1680&inifr=false
mailto:yel69vette@aol.com.
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Discernment Groups 

We are excited to share with you that 

St. Simon’s is embarking on the 

“Discernment Process,” during which 

we will be asking church members to 

pray, contemplate, and share ideas 

about the identity, growth and direction 

of St. Simon’s.  Discernment is a spir-

itual discipline, and we are asking all 

church members to practice this disci-

pline in several ways.   

On September 24, Leslie Pendleton, 

from the Episcopal Church Founda-

tion, will join us at the morning services 

and for coffee hour.  We hope you will 

be able to hear her brief remarks.  

While she is with us, church members 

will be invited to sign up to participate 

in one small group meeting and share 

your thoughts and ideas about where 

our parish is headed and how we can 

Children’s Area (continued) 

southwest corner of the Parish 

Hall (just in front of the choir). 

While those with children are wel-

come to sit anywhere they like, 

this area now offers another op-

tion those who may need a little 

extra space to wiggle or a few 

quiet activities to satisfy their curi-

ous and creative minds.  

(Continued from page 1) Seats for adults and little ones 

are provided along with tables 

and coloring materials on soft, 

kid-friendly floor covering. 

Parents are invited to bring 

other quiet play items that are 

relatively small and easily con-

tained. 

All are welcome in God’s 

house, and we are glad to have 

young families here with 

us at St. Simon’s. The 

presence of children is a 

gift to the church and 

they are a reminder that 

our parish is growing!  

Sunday Refreshments 
Coffee Hour is a loved and cherished 

Episcopalian tradition that has recent-

ly been  revitalized thanks to those 

who have given of their time and re-

sources. 

Please help us continue this tradition 

by signing up to sponsor coffee 

hour! A sign-up sheet is located in the 

Atrium near the library doors. Each 

service (8:00 and 10:30) has its own 

volunteer time slot. You may sign-up 

for one or both.  

Many thanks to those who have already 

volunteered and thanks in advance to 

those who will do so soon. We can’t do 

this without you! 

best answer God’s call. The meeting 

facilitators, who are members of St. 

Simon’s, are being trained by the 

Episcopal Church Foundation on 

how to help guide this important dis-

cussion. 

Sign-up sheets may be found in the 

Atrium beginning this Sunday. 



28 at 6:00 PM for a potluck dinner and fellowship. Childcare will 

be provided. 

• We still have several seats we need to fill for our trip.  Please 
join us for the St. Simon’s on the Sound overnight chartered bus 
trip, October 23-24, 2017, to Wakulla Lodge/Springs, Craw-
fordville, FL( including, boat ride),  St. George Light-
house/museum (92 easy steps), and Apalachicola for a long 
lunch on the way back. Contact Gloria DeBer-
ry gjdeberry46@gmail or call 850-244-2940/850-642-0756(cell) 
for more information.  

• Parish Annual Meeting will be held on October 8 follow-
ing combined worship service at 9:30 AM. There will be no 
Christian Education classes on this day. 

• Blessing of the Animals will take place on October 7 at 
10:00 AM in the Outdoor Chapel. There will be no even-
ing worship service on this day. 

• Small Group Discussion Groups will be formed as part 
of the parish discernment process. Please see the sign-up 
sheet in the Atrium. Everyone is strongly encouraged to 
participate in this important process. 

• Young Adults Group will meet at the church on October 
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Young Adults Gathering 
St. Simon’s on the Sound Young 

Adults Group will be meeting on 

September 28 at 6:00 PM in the 

church Atrium for a potluck 

dinner, fellowship, and discus-

sion. Nursery care will be pro-

vided. Please join us and bring 

your favorite dish to share! 

The ePistle is published weekly on Thursdays. All submissions are due the preceding Tuesday and are 

subject to edit and approval by St. Simon’s staff. 
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Monday Book Club 
The Monday Book Group 
will meet September 25, 2017 
at noon in Fr. Jack’s Kitchen 
(upstairs). We will be discuss-
ing Outcasts United  by Warren 
St. John. The book is the 
story of the Fugees, a Clark-
ston, Georgia soccer team 
made up of refugees from 
Sudan, Kosovo, Iraq, Liberia, 
and other war torn nations. 
Through individual boys’ 
stories, the reader gains a 

sense of what is is like to be an 
immigrant in modern day 
America. One will also see how 
Clarkston, a traditional south-
ern town, designated as a refu-
gee center in the 1990s, grap-
ples with its new identity. Bring 
a lunch or snack and join us; 
there will be plenty to discuss. 
If you have questions, please 
call JoAnne Connell (850 240 
3051). 

http://www.stsimons-fwb.org
mailto:office@stsimons-fwb.org

